Here is an example of how you might proceed with your research if you had chosen the theme “poverty”. 

1. Consider topics that fall under your theme and might be interesting to study.
Poverty:

Rags to riches

Slums

Hispanic Americans

The Cycle of Poverty

Economic Crises

2. For each of these topics, come up with a list of search terms that you could use to begin your research.  Through research, choose the subtopic that most appeals to you.  Take the research on that subtopic even deeper.
Poverty:

Rags to riches


Andrew Carnegie


Horatio Alger’s Books
The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald
Slums


Hoovervilles


Harlem 



1920s Harlem



1950s Harlem



W.E.B. Du Bois



Louis Armstrong



Langston Hughes



Malcom X



Booker T. Washington


Watts

Hispanic Americans


Diego Rivera


Cesar Chavez


Cajas de Carton

The Cycle of Poverty


Nickel and Dimed by Barbara Ehrenreich


Education

Economic Crises


The Great Depression


The Crisis of 1893


The current economic crisis

3. Formulate a question about your topic that takes you somewhere interesting.  The way you answer this question can become your thesis statement. Consider this example:
· From my research, I learn that there are a lot of great thinkers and artists that have come out of Harlem despite the fact that it has been considered a slum.  My question is:

“How has poverty helped make Harlem a creative center?”  

· After thinking about my question a bit more and doing more research, I make it still more specific:

“In the 1920s and 1950s, to what extent did poverty contribute to renascence in Harlem?”
· Now you are getting very close to forming a thesis statement that is specific, interesting and arguable.  Your goal today is to get to this point.  Complete this process with YOUR OWN theme using the worksheet on the opposite side.
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1. Formulate a question about your topic that takes you somewhere interesting.  The way you answer this question can become your thesis statement. 

Your theme is: ____________________________________
1) A few interesting topics that might fall under your theme are:

a)________________________________________

b)________________________________________

c)________________________________________

d)________________________________________

2) For each of these topics, come up with a list of search terms that you could use to begin your research.  Research them, then choose one of these subtopics that most appeals to you.  Take the research on that subtopic even deeper in a direction that interests you.
a)________________________________________
	subtopics:


b)________________________________________
	subtopics:


c)________________________________________
	subtopics:


d)________________________________________

	subtopics:




3) Research your chosen subtopic and develop your question.  Refer to the other side of this sheet if you get stuck.  This question is your primary goal for today; the way you choose to answer this question can become your thesis statement.  Taking the time to develop a meaningful question will make the entire research process much more interesting, productive and successful!

Write your question here and have it approved by your teacher: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
US History Teacher Signature ___________________________  
(Once your question has been approved, use the rest of the time to conduct more research and develop your thesis.  Keep this form for your own use in and take it to your American Literature teache

Student Name _____________________________


US Lit. teacher ______________________US History teacher___________________








